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value invests our lives with significance by suggesting that it matters 

—and not only to ourselves— how they are lived. Given the belief 

that some kinds of activity are more valuable than others, we may g0 
wrong, but we shall know that it is wrong, and that we might have 
gone right. Thus the belief in the intrinsic value of certain kinds of 
activity springs directly from the conviction of the fundamental 
worth-whileness of the universe. Lacking the latter, the Western 
world lacks necessarily the former. It has, in fact, lost the sense of 
value. Thus it prides itself continually on its ability to do things 
without stopping to enquire whether the things are worth doing, ftg 
boasted efficien?y mav indeed be denned as domg the wrong things 
in the right way. I take two examples. 

No feature of Western civilization is more remarkable than the 
disparity between our mechanical skill and our social wisdom, between 
the powers we have won over nature, and the uses to which we put 
them. Science has given us powers fit for the gods and we bring to 
their use the mentality of schoolboys. Consider the mechanic by the 
roadside mending the carburetter of his car ; in his knowledge of com- 
plex mechanism and in the skill with which he handles it, he is behaving 
like . a superman. Consider the same mechanic ten minutes later 
dnvmg at forty miles an hour in a little hell of noise and dust and 
stench, unable to appreciate the country himself and precluding the 
appreciation of all who come near him ; he is behaving like a congenital 
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